
  

Deep and Growing  

Dear John Knox Church family,  

Over the past few weeks we have been exploring and practicing a number of spiritual disciplines as 

a congregationéholy habits, you might sayéthat can help us to understand and appreciate our 

Lord in deeper ways. Jesusõ ministry on our behalf was to save us and set us free from the world in 

which we live so that we can experience the abundant life with our Father.  

 

These disciplines are intentional ways that we can maintain òpre-occupationó with God and they of-

fer us patterns of living that put us in touch with God. We live in a culture that is content with easy 

answers and that is consumed with the continual pursuit of amusement and entertainment.  

 

But there are no shortcuts in our spiritual lives. God wants to know us deeply. This is how we love 

our Lord with all our heart and mind and soul and strength! So I am struck by Richard Fosterõs 

words: "The desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, 

but for deep people." 

 

Paul wrote in Colossians: òSo then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 

in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and over-

flowing with thankfulness .ó  A beginning with Christ is good, but the encouragement is here to 

òlive in himó, òto be rooted and built up in himó and to be òstrengthened in the faithó.  The spiritual 

disciplines are the ways we go deeper in our faith with Jesus by living a life with Jesus that allows 

us to enjoy him and that strengthens us for the journey of life.  

 

In the American church we have been fixated on programs that we count on to grow our people in 

faith. What is truly necessary to cultivate growing and deep people are mentoring relationships and 

an intentional and obvious set of core practices that become a living part of the fabric of our church 

and our lives.  

 

In a few weeks, as we close out this preaching series, you will be invited to make specific commit-

ments about the practices you use to relate to God. Pray about this wonderful opportunity to come 

closer to our Lord and to go deeper.  

 

Excited about sharing a life of faith with you all,  

 

Tom 
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A Day of Prayer and Fasting  

The John Knox family is set-

ting aside a day for prayer and 

fasting, so that we may pray for  

John Knox, its ministries, lead-

ers, programs, friends and 

members, and for the needs in 

our community.  

Prayer begins Saturday Febru-

ary 4 at 10:00am in the sanctu-

ary continuing to Sunday, Feb-

ruary 5 at 10:00am.  Coffee and 

snacks will be available at 

10:00am when you break your 

fast.  

How to participate:  Please sign 

up for a half hour time slot in 

the Narthexéour prayer is 

that each slot will be taken, 

perhaps with multiple prayers.   

The sanctuary will be open for 

prayer from Saturday, Febru-

ary 4 at 10:00am through 

6:00pmé. and again Sunday 

morning from 8:00am on.  

You may choose to pray in the 

sanctuary, in your home, or ar-

range gatherings with others 

who would like to join you in a 

season of prayer.  

Submit prayer requests to the 

office by February 3 or write 

your request/s on the sheet at 

the sign up table.  Lists of 

those needing prayer will be 

provided in the sanctuary and 

through an email  blast  

February 3.  

Suggestions for those who 

choose to fast will be available 

on the sign up table.  

me.'" (Mark 9:36 -37)  When you 

welcome a child in the name of 

Jesus you welcome Jesus him-

self. When we minister to chil-

dren - God is with us.  

 

Would you take time to welcome 

these children by volunteering 

in the church nursery?   

God is in the Church  

Nursery  

 

Where is God on Sunday morn-

ing? Of course, God is every-

where; we know that God is in 

worship, he is there when we 

pray. We know that God is 

there when his Word is read 

and preached.  But did you 

know that God is in the church 

nursery? "And Jesus took a 

child and put him in the midst 

of them, and taking him in his 

arms, he said to them, 

'Whoever receives one such 

child in my name receives me, 

and whoever receives me, re-

ceives not me but him who sent 

DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING  

NURSERY NEWS  
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There are three shifts needed 

per week - Sunday morning 

8:15a-10am and 10am -

12:15pm, and Thursday dur-

ing choir practice 7pm -

8:30pm. If you are young at 

heart, these children would 

love your attention.  There is a 

signup sheet on the table out-

side the sanctuary.; would 

you commit to just one shift 

over the next three months? 

We need volunteers in addi-

tion to parents who are al-

ready helping out. It's not 

about babysitting - it's about 

welcoming a child in Jesus' 

name and showing them 

God's love through our time.   



Give Thanks, Rejoice, and Sing!  

Thatõs what Iõve been doing the 

past several weeks!  Giving 

thanks that I have been in your 

midst for a year.  And what a 

year it has been!  You are a vi-

brant, passionate group of dis-

cipleséready to connect with 

God, grow to be more like 

Christ, and serve with purpose 

and joy.  

To be a part of your ministry is 

an honor.  In this past year 

alone I have stood in awe of the 

changed liveséremember Kris-

tina Vinci and Nancy Collinsõ 

powerful witnesses during the 

luau?   I am amazed at the ded-

icat ion of those who embarked 

on a small group faith adven-

tureéabout half of our mem-

bers along with their friends.  

The tender care that the Dea-

conõs and Stephenõs Ministers 

have showered on members 

and friends is a marvel of com-

passionate ministry.  I could go 

on and on é. And on and on!  

Then some more. 

God is good, working powerful-

ly through this unique congre-

gation.  I canõt wait to see what 

surprises he has in store in the 

coming months and years.     

With Gratitude,  

Cathy  

learn how the congregation can join in 

supporting each ministryé.whether by 

donating items, collecting small change, or 

engaging in hands on ministry.  

We pray you will join us, bringing your 

friends, for a Lenten adventure in faith.  

Lenten Lunches  

Itõs hard to believe, but Lent begins Wednesday 

February 22.  As you consider how you may draw 

closer to God, save these dates for mission orient-

ed presentations: February 28, March 6, 13, and 

20.  Weõll meet at noon for brief devotions; hear 

speakers from Hammer and Nails, Total Living 

Center, Domestic Violence Center, and the Preg-

nancy Support Center.  Following each presenta-

tion we will join in fellowship, sharing a meal and 

learning how we might support each ministry 

closing our time together at 1:00.  

Sundays, following each Lenten luncheon, weõll 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR CATHY  

LENTEN LUNCHES  
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  We are so excited to declare 

the good works of The Holy 

Spirit here at John Knox Pres-

byterian Church.  On January 

8, about thirty three folks met, 

to start "The Alpha Course" in 

the Fellowship Hall.  This 

study is a DVD and workbook 

study on a practical introduc-

tion to the Christian faith.  Our 

kick -off meeting started with a 

wonderful meal and fellowship 

time, followed by the first les-

son. We will be meeting most 

Sunday evenings, from 6pm un-

til 8pm to share a meal or 

snack, watch a DVD and then 

indulge in lively discussion 

both as small and large groups.  

It will be a time for each partic-

ipant  to focus on his or  her  own 

level of Christianity, but also 

there will be opportunities for 

much growth and learning.   

We still have open seats availa-

ble if this sounds interesting to 

you! 

Please feel free to contact Mar-

tha Gerber or Cathy Arble to 

join us!  

 

Proverbs 2:10  For wisdom will 

enter your heart, and 

knowledge will be pleasant to 

your soul.  

THE ALPHA SERIES  
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The Youth had a great time at òPump It Upó on January 22!  About 25 people participated in this fun 

event! The next big event will be the Fusion Weekend at Malone University. This opportunity is for 

middle school and high school students. This event will consist of: worship music, Biblical messages, 

games, fellowship, good food, and much fun. Donõt forget to join in the all church òFamily Nightó coming 

up on Feb 19!  What a busy February!  

February 3 -4 (Friday -Saturday) - Fusion Weekend at Malone The cost will be $20 per person. . 
 

February 12 (Sunday) - The Sunday Night Program from 6:00 -8:00pm. 
 

February 19 (Sunday) The Family Fun Night for the whole church from 

5:00pm-é? The youth will help with the games for the children and announce 

the winners for the door prizes.  
 

February 26 (Sunday) - The Sunday Night Program from 6:00 -8:00pm. 
 

Blessings,  

 

Ryan  

YOUTH NEWS  

 

Note:  if you have a scheduled event cancelled you will receive an email or you can call the 

church office.  



Financial Corner  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Notes: 

 

The second quarter ended well with year -to-date receipts exceeding expendi-

tures by $5,344.41. Receipts are running at 6% above budget and expenses 

are running at 2% below budget.  

 

Our finance department has been busy with calendar year -end responsibilities.  

Giving envelopes have been issued, and giving statements have been pre-

pared.  

 

God is blessing John Knox Church with the many young adults and young fami-

lies that are connecting, growing in faith and bonding as a group. There are 

a number of ways we have sought to encourage them: providing childcare as 

often as possible, hiring Jennifer as our Childrenõs Ministry Coordinator and 

re-fashioning our nursery to meet the needs of those in this generation. 

Know that your offerings are going to support this vital ministry that is 

changing lives!  

 

 

The Finance Ministry team would like to again thank you for the joyful and faithful 

way you are touching peopleõs lives through the ministry of our church. 

 

 

Receipts through December $228,216.04 

Expenses through December 

2011 $222,871.63 

Shining Brighter Initiative    

     Pledges $184,392.00 

     Receipts $132,170.00 



Mission Update on the Nichols  

The Nichols were on furlough from August to 

October and we hosted them at John Knox at 

the end of August. While on furlough they also 

visited churches in New York, Pennsylvania and 

Virginia. Since their return to Jamaica, Bible 

Club has been very strong ð at least 100 chil-

dren weekly, many have made professions of 

faith and four were baptized this summer. Quot-

ing Harold, òIn all this fun they are learning 

something very important to their lives, SCRIP-

TURE. They memorize Godõs word and learn 

about ways to apply it to their lives. It is an 

amazing ministry we had not dreamed of when 

we got here. We did not plan on doing childrenõs 

ministry but it has been a huge impact into the 

lives of the young ones and more importantly a 

huge impact to the community. A cashier in 

town yesterday told me that her daughter will 

be beginning Bible this year and she had been 

excited since she was three years old.ó Sara, 

and Randy Hentzel and their children, Kali, TJ 

and Anna are also helping with Bible Club.  

John Knox will be sending Candy Kovey, Larry 

and Lata Wiggins to participate with the Nich-

ols and Hentzels in the quarterly short -term 

mission trip February 4 through February 10. 

We ask that you pray for us, using the daily 

prayer guide that will be available at the 

church. We also want to thank everyone who 

has supported us in so many ways. God is good!  

 

MISSION IN ACTION  

 

BIBLE CLUB  

Used tennis ball (for cricket)  

Christmas and birthday gift bags  

Tissue paper all colors  

Childrenõs birthday cards 

3x5 unlined colored index cards  

Large colored index cards  

4 yds of red velvet (cheap) for a new Santa 

suit  

2 yds of white fake fur or something to trim 

the Santa suit  

Scotch tape 

Colored sharpies (one pack)  

 

 

TEAMS WISH LIST ñNEEDED BY FEB  3  

 

John Knox will be sending a team to Jamaica 

on February 4 th . The team would like to bring 

along some items for the TEAMS house and 

their childrenõs bible club that would be deep-

ly appreciated.  

 

Please contact Lata Wiggins or Candy Kovey 

if you would like to contribute towards any of   

these items. All items can be placed in the 

foyer.  

 

Thank You!  

 

TEAMS HOUSE  

Thick washcloths in primary colors, greens, 

tans brown or blues (they get a lot of use)  

Donations towards a new toaster and iron  

Used baby crib sheets, baby mobile, infant 

toys. 

MISSION IN ACTION ñIMMEDIATE ACTION NEEDED!  
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Pathway is a private, non -profit social service agency based in Canton, Ohio, serving Stark and 

surrounding counties. It offers foster care and adoption services for children of all ages and has 

grown to become the community's standard -bearer for treatment and support of at -risk children, 

teens and families. Their services are treatment -oriented, as the organization specializes in caring 

for those who have suffered from abuse, neglect or abandonment. Complimentary services that 

support healthy family development include mental health services; respite care for foster families; 

and post-adoption support.  

Pathway Caring for Children © has one goal ð to make a difference in the life of a child. Foster care, 

adoption, and services that support a healthy family are the foundation upon which Pathway has 

been built. It has a unique specialization in treatment -oriented care for those who have suffered 

from neglect, abuse or abandonment. Through an innovative array of services, Pathway strives to 

help children and families realize their worth and the possibilities of their lives.  

Pathway  Caring for Children | 4895 Dressler Rd NW Suite A | Canton , Ohio  44718 | Tele-

phone: 330-493-0083 | Toll -Free 800-838-7284 | Fax: 330 -493-3689 . 

www.Pathwaycfc.org  

MISSION UPDATE  
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The Stark County Chapter of the American 

Council of the Blind of Ohio is collecting used 

cell phone to raise money to support their pro-

jects.  Berna King is a member and you can 

give your used cell phones to her or take them 

to the Phillomatheon at 2701 West Tusc be-

tween 9:00 and 3:00.   

 

The Stark County Chapter of The American 

Council of the Blind of Ohio  is a support group 

for people who are losing their eyesight, as well 

as people who have already lost all or part of 

their eyesight.  Besides sharing our challenges 

we face with sight loss, we have expert guest 

speakers on various topics of mutual interest, 

are informed about new technology and medi-

cal advances that will help people who have 

vision impairment. We try to educate both  

people with vision loss and the sighted public 

in that visually impaired can function inde-

pendently and lead a full active life.   We have 

projects that will help people with visual im-

pairments in Stark County be more independ-

ent, such as the booklet that we just put out.  

We also do some recreational activities such as 

our annual picnic.   

STARK COUNTY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND  

http://www.Pathwaycfc.org


Faith Foundations will begin a new DVD series 

entitled òServing from the Heartó beginning Sun-

day, February 5. Each of the adult Sunday school 

classes was asked to cover one of the seven disci-

plines that Pastor Tom has been preaching on 

since the beginning of the new year. This will 

cover the discipline of òServing.ó  The DVD series 

and the participant workbook will help each of us 

to uncover our gifts and talents for service so 

that we can find joy and fulfillment when each of 

us serve.  We are not supposed to think of serv-

ing God as an obligation or duty. We want to be 

able to serve in a role that matches each of us 

with who God created us to be.  There will be op-

portunities to serve in our local community dur-

ing the Lenten season as we will have guest 

speakers from several local agencies speak  at 

each of the four Lenten luncheon series.  They 

will be able to tell us how we can serve, and from 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
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Thank you to my John Knox 

Church family for all the pray-

ers, flowers, cards and phone 

calls during my recovery from 

my fall in October!  Also, the 

visits!  

 

God bless you all,  

Mary Kay Julian  

Dear Pastor Tom, Pastor 

Cathy and the wonderful 

congregation of John Knox 

Presbyterian - 

 

Thank you for all of the love 

and support you have given 

our family ñwe are ever so 

grateful.  

 

Love, 

Frank & Nate Kooistra  

To My John Knox family,  

 

I really appreciate the 

many prayers, calls, get 

well cards and visits I 

have received since my by -

pass surgery.   I am truly 

blessed to be a part of such 

a loving church family.    

 

God bless, 

Tom Lyon  

THANK YOU NOTES  

there we hopefully will find where each of 

us can feel joy in serving God.  Please let 

Alison Blondheim, class facilitator, know if 

you plan to join the class during February 

and March for this series so that she will 

have enough participant workbooks.  

 



February Anniversaries:  

1 Harry & Cathy Arble,  

Doug & Missy Lemons  

Don & Judy Stough  

3 Jim & Mina Jane Groetz  

5 Nelson & Joanne Vandegrift  

14  Bob & Martha Boyer,  

 Ron & Amy Johnson  

 Gunner & Jennifer Lones  

 Glen & Shirley Martin,  

 Robert & Paula Smethers,  

15  Joe & Donna Blondheim  

17 Eric & Lauren Hummel  

22 George & Merleen Davis  

February Birthdays:  

1 Nikia Jones  

2 Allison Printz  

3 Louise George, Eric Mueller  

4 Adam Ferestad, Tom Lyon  

5 Pat Ashton, Sara Drukenbrod,  

Candy Bryson, Kim Crider  

7 Chris Allen, Anthony Montagno  

9 Marcus Blocher, Katie Houston  

10 Ted Hall  

11 Donna Froelich, Rachel Drukenbrod  

12 Kylie Daum, Jackie Wannemacher  

13 Joan Clark  

14  Larry Ingram, Berna King,  

 Ruth Sampson,  

 Cindy Kenepp  

15 Yannie Tsangeos 

16 Gregory Grewell  

17 Bob Glassburn  

18 Bill Engel, Steve Bertram  

19 Claire Reader, Morgan Knoch,  

 Tom Hughes  

20 Barbara Kroft, Benjamin Merwin  

21 Ellen Thompson, Charles Winters  

22 Brandon Ingram  

23 Edie Phelps  

24 Lucille Jenkins, William Smith  

25 Joseph Campbell, Mary Ann Nichter,  

Heather Finnicum               

26 Julia Dawson, Daniel Meadows,  

 Valerie Miller  

27 Jim Bray, Charles Doeberiener  

28 Clara Fry, Mike Mast  

29 Diana Jones  
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